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America, that up-to-date and logical country, has
followed us in both these absurd fashions, and that
no doubt has something to do with the lamentable
decline in all classical training which many of her
best educationalists deplore.

But to return to the unfortunate boys: the only
gleam of hope which I see for them in the situation
is that the "reform" has not been universally
accepted and that there are signs that it is becoming
increasingly unpopular. Chaos is in danger of
coming again: and (if I may repeat what I have said
elsewhere) " while some of my readers no doubt will
put the blame on those perverse Head Masters who
have not loyally obeyed the behest of a majority of
their colleagues, I personally attribute the present
situation to the sound and healthy prejudice both of
teachers and pupils against the needless and pedantic
attempt to * reform * them. It seems to me that it
rests with my opponents to show either that the
obstacle does not exist, or that there is some better
reason than any which I have yet heard for its being
placed in the path of those who are trying, under
great difficulties, to maintain the classical tradition
in England/'

After all, no sane trainer of racing tortoises
deliberately turns them on their backs before his
instruction begins*